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among the first settlements of both. The
two struck out rival lines in theology and
philosophy, and if the Dominicans can boast
St. Thomas Aquinas, the official metaphysician
of the Roman communion to-day, the Fran-
ciscans have had their victory in the promulga-
tion of the Immaculate Conception in 1854,
against which the Dominicans waged a
conflict of centuries. In these controversies
Englishmen took prominent part on either
side.

These great societies found many imitators.
Several more Orders of friars were founded
within a few years of the Franciscans and
Dominicans, all of which but two were soon
forced by the Popes to amalgamate with one
or other of the stronger bodies. These two
were the Austin Friars and the Carmelites,
who competed in England on not unequal
terms with the original Orders. It was,
indeed, a competition, for these unendowed
bodies were all building up elaborate organiza-
tions, evangelistic and educational/1* without
any secure source of income, and were raising
churches, some of which were almost on the
cathedral scale. Their activity brought the
friars into hostility with the monasteries,
for the gifts and the burial fees that would
have gone to the adornment or to the building